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SUBJECT: ERITREAN DEVELOPMENTS 

1. (U) ON 26 JAN AT APPROX 1400 HRS AUTOMATIC GUNPIRE WAS 
HEARD COMING FROM DIRECTION OP AIRPORT. LATER REPORTS INDICATE 
GUNPIRE WAS MERELY CELEBRATION BY 2ND DIV TROOPS WHO HAD 
SAFELY RETURNED PROM KEREN. 

2. (LOU) ON 26 JAN ARMY TROOPS BLOCKADED ROAD ENTRANCE TO 
ASMARA AIRPORT, ALLOWING ONLY PASSENGERS AND AIRPORT PERSONNEL 
TO PASS. I WAS INPORMED BY AIRPORT POLICE LT, WHO WAS 
APPROACHING BLOCKADE, THAT I WOULD BE ALLOWED TO PASS. 

BLOCKADE WAS LIFTED THIS MORNING AND WAS PROBABLY PART OP OVERALL 
WEEKEND ALERT. CARS LEAVING ON ROAD SOUTH TO DECAMERE WERE 
SEARCHED BY TROOPS AT THE CHECKPOINT. 

3. (C) I RECEIVED UNCONPIRMED REPORT THIS MORNING THAT 
TANKS PROM THE 3RD DIV HAD PASSED THRU ADDIS THIS WEEKEND 
HEADED NORTH. 

COMMENT: TO ERITREANS, TANKS INCLUDE TANKS, APCS, AND 
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PANHARDS. APPRECIATE CONPIRMATION PROM ADDIS ON WHAT THE 
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VEHICLES WERE, THEIR DESTINATION AND MISSION. 

4. (C) THIS PARA BASED ON 27 IAN CONVERSATION WITH 
ETHIOPIAN NAVAL OEFICER. CHIEF OF STAFF, M.G. GIZAW; 

GFC, BG GETACHEW NADOW CAME TO ASMARA LAST WEEK TO 
REVIEW ERITREAN SITUATION. SOURCE REPORTS THAT GETACHEW 
SAID THE INSURGENTS COULD BE EINISHED OLE IN LIVE DAYS. 

SOURCE HAS HEARD THAT ARMY AND AIR EORCE WILL USE CANBERRAS 
(PLANES?) AND GAS. I SUGGESTED THAT USE OE GAS WAS AGAINST 
RULE OE INTERNATIONAL WAR AND WOULD RESULT IN INTERNATIONAL 
CONDEMNATION. RUMOR IS CIRCULATING THAT ETH GOVT HAS ATTEMPTED 
TO POISON WATER USED BY INSURGENTS. ANOTHER STORY, BASED 

ON ALLEGED COPY OP KING PAISAL'S LETTER HAS SAUDIA ARABIA 
PROMISING FULL SUPPORT TO PRE- AND POST-INDEPENDENT ERITREA. 
ANOTHER RUMOR SUGGESTS THAT EMANUEL AMDEMICAEL, ERITREAN 
GOVGEN MAY SEEK POL ASYLUM AND NOT RETURN TO ETHIOPIA PROM 
HIS TRIP WITH MIKAEL IMRU. SOURCE REPORTS THAT A JOINT 
PORCES COMMANDO UNIT BEAT AND DETAINED ERITREAN AIR EORCE 
NCOS ON 24 JAN JUST AS THEY WERE PREPARING TO DEFECT. MOST 
ERITREAN MEMBERS OF NAVY AND AIRFORCE HAVE EITHER DELECTED 
TO ELF/PLP OR BEEN ARRESTED ON THE PREMISE THAT THEY ARE 
SECURITY THREATS. THIS ACTION INITIATED BY ENLISTED MEN. 

5. (C) THIS PARA BASED ON 27 JAN CONVERSATION WITH MEMBER 

OP COMMITTEE OP 38, WHO IS A LAWYER AND PRIEND OP CONGEN, HE 
REPORTED THAT WEEKEND MEETING WAS FAILURE. HE MET WITH ELF 
LEADER AND PLP LEADERS IN SEPARATE MEETINGS SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. 
COMMITTEE OF 38 WAS TOLD NOT TO COME BACK SINCE THEY DID NOT HAVE 
PIRM PROPOSALS TO NEGOIATE. SOURCE PEELS NOW THAT HE HAS 
BEEN MISUSED BY THE ETH GOVT. SOURCE REPORTS THAT ON HIS 
TRIPS TO AND PROM THIS WEEKEND THERE WAS A CONTINUAL STREAM OF 
PEOPLE LEAVING ASMARA. SOURCE SAYS MEMBERS OP ELF/PLP ARE 
PREPARED TO FIGHT AND THINK THEY WILL PREVAIL. SOURCE REPORTS 
SAME STORY ABOUT ARMY PLANS TO USE GAS, WHICH HE EXPLAINS, IS 
A VOMIT INDUCING TYPE. SOURCE SAYS ELP/PLP HAVE ANTI-TANK AND 
ANTI-AIRCRAFT WEAPONS AROUND ASMARA, BUT THAT THEY HAVE NO 
DEPENSE AGAINST GAS. SOURCE SAW DR. BEREKET-AB HABTE-SELASSIE 
IN THE ELP/PLP CAMPS THIS WEEKEND. SOURCE AND I BELIEVE IT 
UNLIKELY THAT ARMY WILL INITIATE MILITARY CAMPAIGN PRIOR TO 
RETURN OF MICHAEL IMRU DELEGATION TO ETHIOPINA. AFTER THAT, 
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HE BELIEVE WAR IS INEVITABLE. HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE 
PARADOXICAL IP HE WERE TO DIE BY AMERICAN ARMS IN THE HANDS 
OP HIS ETHIOPIAN BROTHERS. 

6. (C) COMMENT: PRIMARY DANGER TO AMERICANS IN ASMARA 

IS BECOMING INADVERTENT VICTIM OP CIVIL WAR BETWEEN INSURGENTS 
AND ETHIOPIAN ARMY. THERE IS LITTLE IP ANY ACTIVE HOSTILITY 
PROM ERITREANS TOWARDS AMERICANS IN ASMARA. THIS IS IN 
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SHARP CONTRAST TO REPORTED STONINGS THAT HAVE OCCURRED IN ADDIS. 

PERRY 
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